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PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY

and the possibilities of its Establishment in the Developing Countries
C. MERCIER, Industrial Applications Division, Institut Frangais du Pétrole

The petrochemical industry is distinguished by its dynamism and rapidity
of development. Its dynamism lies in the demands it has to face, and its
rapid development concerns techniques as well as far reaching and rapid
changes in its industrial structures and installations. Qil and gas: its raw
materials, provide the incentive for the consideration of the possibilities of
its establishment in the developing countries.

The contents are arranged as follows:

Section I The expansion of the petrochemical industry and the reasons for
its rapid development; description and specific characteristics of the
petrochemical industry; general economic conditions and basic principles —
the bases for establishing a petrochemical industry ; factors conditioning the
creation of a petrochemical industry — ensuring limitations and means of
remedying them.

Section II General conditions and main petrochemical routes; definitions
and importance of the main products; present and future trends of petro-
chemical production; basic products of first generation petrochemicals;
intermediate and end products or second generation petrochemicals;
petrochemical end products; example of an integrated petrochemical
complex.
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